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Adjectives

• What is an adjective? 

• Adjectives in a multilingual grammar resource 

• Adjective complement copulas too



Adjectives
• i-kure-re (Bororo, Crowell 1979) 

• I am tall 

• tungkwaltiringa pumpuka (Tiwi, Osborne 1974) 

• the stringy bark is good 

• wə-níh-l-ək-on màt-ahsəm (Penobscot, Quinn 2006) 

• the bad dog kills him



Adjectives

• So: What is an adjective? 

• Define semantically 

• [syntactically, morphologically, or semantically 
distinct] word with prototypical adjectival 
meaning 

• Leave it up to the grammarian



Adjectives

• Syntax of adjectives: two primary constructions 

• Attributive: the big dog barks 

• Predicative: the dog is big



Adjectives

• Attributive variations 

• word order 

• agreement



Adjectives
• Agreement in only one construction 

• der große Hund bellt [deu] 

• der Hund ist groß [deu] 

• Planned construction-specific agreement solution 

• Lexical rule divergence in morphotactics for 
inflected vs uninflected



Adjectives

• Predicatives 

• Copula complement 

• Stative predicate 

• Mixed



Adjectives

• Copula complement 

• about half the world’s languages (Stassen 
2013) 

• Most common in Indo-European 

• the dog is big



Adjectives
• Stative Predicate 

• just under half the world’s languages (Stassen 2013) 

• adjective directly combines with subject 

• i-kure-re (Bororo Crowell 1979) 
1.SG-tall-NEUTRAL 
‘I am tall’ [bor] 

• Includes “zero copula” phenomena (such as Russian)  
on                          molodoj 
1.SG.MASC.NOM young  
‘I am young” [rus]



Adjectives
• Mixed 

• Split 

• Different adjectives behave different 

• Switching 

• One adjective behaves in multiple ways 

• different inflection, copula complement, etc.



Adjectives
• Split 

• Rama (Colette Grinevald, from Stassen 2013) 

• nsut  tiiskibadut s-angaling-i 
1.PL  children    1.PL-hungry-PRES 
‘We children are hungry’ [rma] 

• ning  suurak      mliima 
this   pineapple good 
‘This pineapple is good’ [rma]



Adjectives
• Switching 

• Maori (Biggs 1969) 

• ka pai te whare nei 
INCEP good DET.DEF house this  
‘This house is good’ [mri] 

• he pai te koorero  
INDEF good DET.DEF talk  
‘This talk is good’ [mri]



Adjectives

• Switching 

• two phenomena 

• optional inflection / multiple inflection paths 

• optionally copula complement 

• Both phenomena: divergent lexical rules



Adjectives
• Incorporation (Baker 1988) 

• Penobscot (Quinn 2006) 

• mkʷìhtəkʷe 
məhkʷ-əhtəkʷ-e-w 
red-river.LVᴺᴵ-W 
‘it is a red river’ [aaq-pen] 

• REL added through lexical rule



Copulas

• Complement type 

• Some languages have different copulas for 
different complement types 

• Constrain to APs for now 

• Copula inflection



Analysis

• Process: compare ERG (and other grammars), 
existing grammar matrix definitions to typology: 
fix as necessary



Analysis
• ERG adjective type hierarchy



Analysis
• ERG adjective type (simplified)



Analysis

• Construction availability 

• Attributive only: PRD – 

• Predicative only: PRD + 

• Both: underspecified 

• Modification direction: POSTHD



Analysis
• Precedents 

• Current Grammar Matrix Adjectives



Analysis

• Problems with the ERG 

• Doesn’t do stative predicates, agreement, etc.



Analysis

• Problems with the Grammar Matrix 

• Doesn’t handle predicative or attributive only 
adjectives



Analysis
• Simplify the ERG?



Analysis
• Issues: 

• Attributive only has non-empty XARG value 

• How to constrain for stative predicate? 

• Is attributive only really a special case of regular 
adjectives? 

• Is predicative only really not associated with regular 
adjectives? 

• Split these apart



Analysis
• Split the ERG?



Analysis

• PRD +/– for copula… how to constrain for 
stative predicates? 

• SUBJ < > to keep attributive only out of 
stative predicate 

• PRD – to keep attributive only out of copula 
complement



Analysis

• How to keep predicative only stative predicate 
adjectives out of attributive construction? 

• MOD < >



Analysis
• MOD < > + SUBJ < >



Status
• ~75% working 

• Still need to implement divergent inflection 
paths for: 

• optional copula complement 

• divergent morphological paths 

• agreement in only one construction
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